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Luigart:  I can say that navigating a navy jet on an aircraft carrier is easier than even this wheelchair and a podium.  I promise I’ll stop soon without destroying the place.  First of all, my remarks will be blessedly brief for you all and my voice.  I bring you greetings from your sponsor and host, the honorable Dr. Michael Kussman, the Under Secretary for Health.  Someone from Washington had to be here, he himself wanted to be here, however, Senator Akaka is in Hawaii for visits with veterans in Hawaii.  So again, he sends his welcome to all here.  Now I don’t need the house lights, but how many folks are here for the first time?  Wow.  Amazing.  I’d say easily a third.  For those of you who have your roots in Camp CPRS, now VeHU, please take those folks under your wing, make sure they get the kind of experience that has brought the other two-thirds of you back year after year.  This is my second time to attend and address this esteemed body.  However, as a patient for now seven years, I feel like I know and am indebted to all of you.  I want to give you a little perspective of how innovative you are as a team.  In 1996 the dot-com revolution was just beginning.  The Internet had just been born and the Defense immense research project called the Defense Data Network.  From that humble beginning, eleven years ago, you have crafted the world’s most preeminent electronic health record, something that has won awards all over the world and is held up as a national asset by the President, by the Senate, and by our veterans as well.  That occurred because an innovation, the power of creativity, not a bunch of technologists sitting in a room but, the synergy between the clinician, caregiver, patient, and the doctor.  In that eleven years you’ve gone from essentially an idea to the world’s best product.  Yesterday I was shown a little toy you might say that’s being experimented right now out there in the hospital who will remain unnamed.  All of you remember the hype surrounding this little device called the iPhone.  ……..because of the phenomenal resolution on this device they’re already beginning to write systems that will bring care to this little as it turned out not over-hyped device.  So that’s the kind of innovation this team has.  Let me give you one glimpse on the power you created.  Two years ago roughly when I reported from the Office of Information Technology to the Veteran Health Administration, in my check-in I spent about two hours with Dr. Madhauika Agarwal’s team, Madhu will be addressing you later this morning.  In that team she has almost every one of the care disciplines of the VHA.  I remarked to Dr. Agarwal that I thought I saw every one of her folks in that room, orthopedist, speech, pulmonary, you name it.  The only place that you can do that in one day is in the Veterans Health Administration.  For those of you who have heard me evangelize on this before, the fact that I have an integrated health record is why I should be on the National Institute of Health, the Navy, maybe Bethesda or TriCare.  I can see a pulmonologist in the morning, a neurologist shortly after that, speech therapy beyond that.  Everything is immediately available to every one of my caregivers.  Because I have a fairly rare disease, I’ve got those other three care options that I mentioned……….assures that I get that total integrated care.  It’s been made acutely aware of that to me this last week, as I traipsed around with my wife Connie, who’s being seen in TriCare and a number of other offices for some yet unnamed systemic whatever disease.  We are actually having……different conditions.  We’ve seen repeated tests, we’ve seen notes the other doctors cannot read, we’ve seen an inefficiency that we in the VA do not have.  As I move toward the end of my remarks, many of you have already called me or e-mailed me with great concern about the reorganization.  We are entering a brave new world, not only from the standpoint of reorganization and how that creates the efficiency centralization without destroying the innovation that we talked about already today, but also the number of other issues going on in our brave new world right now.  Things like DOD/VA sharing, things that go beyond VHA.  Even the concept of a joint program office towards a joint medical record.  I can assure you, as an executive in DC, the honorable Bob Howard will address today, we’re working to ensure that synergy is not damaged as we go forward.  I think you may see the same life cycle side in General Howard’s presentation as well.  I want to have you understand what kind of asset, what kind of national treasure that we have available.  That picture of that great cardiologist who I love and often present with, Dr. Ross Fletcher from VA Washington, that guy behind him with the bow tie you may not recognize.  That is the President of the United States.  He spent about an hour, hour and a half, at the VA last week.  When he came away from that discussion, many of you saw the press announcement.  The key that he came away with was amazing tool that actually provides seamless care between DOD and VA.  He saw, and I won’t steal the thunder of my other presenters, but he came away with understanding that we have the only real answer to total seamless care that embraces cradle to unfortunate grave.  I sometimes show every single benefit that the VA has except one, I’m working on that one my friend, keep that one off for as long as I can.  Now before I turn you back over, I want to make a few points about our host.  As quoted by Hilary Clinton, it takes a village to put on VeHU.  It takes sixty people, a team that will begin this program design for the ’08 session almost the day after we close.  Now over a hundred sessions will be turned into web-based training material.  Also this event is being broadcast through Microsoft LiveMeeting across many of our VA facilities.  I do want to take one moment and congratulate Dick Zucco, Becky Monroe, Sue Hotzler, and I’d like Becky and Sue if they can to come up on stage real quick, they are your camp counselors you might say.  Is Sue in the room?  Folks, as you see this woman and her counterpart Sue this week, please take her hand and thank her for this event.  This is not easy to put on.  This is the largest annual conference that VA does across the entire department.  This woman works way beyond the hours I’d ever consider and thank you very much.
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